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Applicationof UnitedUtility Companies,Inc. )
for Adjustmentof RatesandChargesand )
Modification to CertainTermsandConditions )
for theProvisionof WaterandSewerService. )

ORDERAPPOINTING
HEARING OFFICER

This matter comesbefore the Public Service Commissionof South Carolina

(Commission)on the Commission'sMotion to appointMr. B. RandallDong,Esquire,to

serveasa hearingofficer in thepresentproceedingregardingthe applicationof United

Utility Companies,Inc. for adjustmentof ratesandchargesfor theprovisionof waterand

sewer service.This appointmentis in order that the hearing officer may disposeof

proceduraland evidentiarymatterspursuantto S.C.CodeAnn. Section58-3-40 (Supp.

2005).

Section 58-3-40(C)(1) states that upon the request of any party or any

commissioner,the commissionmay employ a hearing officer who may hear and

determineproceduralmotions or other mattersnot determinativeof the merits of the

proceedings.Under (C)(2), the hearing officer has full authority, subject to being

overruledby thecommission,to rule onquestionsconcerningtheconductof thecaseand

othermatters.Under(C)(3), the officer must be an attorneyqualified to practicein all

courtsof this Statewith aminimumof eightyears'practiceexperience.
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We find that Mr. B. RandallDongmeetsthis qualification,andwe thereforegrant

the Motion appointinghim as hearing officer in this case.As hearing officer in this

proceeding,we directMr. Dongto rule onappropriatemattersin the caseup to thetime

of thehearing.

IT IS THEREFOREORDEREDTHAT:

1. B. Randall Dong is hereby appointed as hearing officer in the pending

proceeding filed by United Utility Companies, Inc. for disposition of procedural and

evidentiary matters.

2. This Order shall remain in full force and effect until further Order of the

Commission.

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:

ATTEST:

C. Robert Moseley, Vice Chairman

(SEAL)

G. O'Neal Hamilton, Chairman


